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PASSING COUNTERFEIT MONEY





Our county has been considerably exercised this week on the subject of counterfeit money.  Some time last week Vance Hallman, of Hickory, was arrested on the charge of passing a counterfeit $20.00 gold piece to conductor Newland, on the Western North Carolina railroad.  He said he got the money from James Bollinger, who lives about three miles west of Newton.  Bollinger was arrested Saturday, and both were tried before U.S. Commissioner Bogle, in Hickory, Monday.  Hallman was sent to the Statesville jail on default of bail, and Bollinger was required to give a bond of $1500.00 for his appearance at the next term of the Federal court.  We learn from persons who attended the trial that there is not a very clear case against Mr. Bollinger, and that his acquittal is not impossible.  His story is that some time last fall he sold a drove of beef cattle in Charlotte, and took in payment $60.00 in silver.  On his way home he fell in with a horse drover, with whom he rode a considerable distance.  On mentioning that his silver was pretty heavy to carry, his companion offered to give him gold for it.  The proposition was accepted, Mr. Bollinger giving $60.00 in silver for six ten dollar gold pieces, thinking they were all right.  A short time afterwards he passed one to Poovey in payment for a cow, which was detected at J.R. Gaither's as counterfeit.  Bollinger took it back, and said he was ruined, for if that was counterfeit he had ' five more just like it.  He showed the money to several parties afterwards, and always spoke of it as counterfeit.  A short time ago he was returning from the mountains with a drove of cattle, and spent the night at Hallman's father's, a short distance above Hickory, where he showed the money.  Young Hallman wanted to buy some of it, but he told him it was counterfeit and would not sell it.  Hallman then asked him for two of the pieces, saying he would meet him in Hickory and give them back.  On this condition Bollinger parted with the fatal pieces and did not see Hallman again.  Hallman passed one of them to Capt.  Newland, which led to the result which we have narrated above.  This is Mr. Bollinger's statement, and he is corroborated in all the points except the first, the acquisition of the money, and the last, its transfer to Hallman.  Hallman says he was to pay Bollinger half the profits gained in its passage.
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